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whaT we did aT The shabbaToN:
talking playing laughing

5/14 - Tikkun Leil shavuot
5/15 - shavuot hallel/Yizkor service
5/18 - Madrichim appreciation & senior siyyum 

5/18 - bonim/Magshamim Jewish Cleveland Tour
5/25 - shabbat in the Park
6/2 - Kol haLev annual Meeting
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Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.Contact him by phone at the office (216-320-
1498) or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting time.

 
Rabbi mordecai Kaplan, the founder of Reconstructionist Judaism,  
placed great emphasis on the importance of reframing -- or what he 
termed “re-valuing” -- the meaning of many traditional Jewish ritu-
als, and foremost among these were many of the Jewish holidays.  

The holiday of Shavuot, which we will celebrate in the middle of 
this month, traditionally has both an agricultural and a theological 
dimension.  Agriculturally, Shavuot marks the harvesting of the first 
fruits and, in the ancient world, the breathing of a collective sigh of 
relief that there will be sufficient food for the current year.   

This holiday was also connected, by the ancient rabbinic interpret-
ers, to the story of the grand moment of revelation described in the 
book of Exodus when the Israelites stood at the foot of mount Sinai 
and collectively experienced a sense of direct contact with Divinity. 

But for those of us living in 21st century america, it can be challenging to identify with these 
dimensions of Shavuot. The growing local food movement notwithstanding, the vast majority of 
people remain very much enamored of a global food industry that gives us access to all kinds of 
fare year-round in a way that blinds us to the natural ebbs and flows of the contemporary agri-
cultural cycle. Theologically, the traditional understanding of the Sinai narrative, featuring God’s 
pronouncement of the Ten Commandments or Utterances amid thunder and flame, makes for 
compelling drama, but for many does not serve 
as inspiration in our own search for spiritual 
sustenance. 

Rabbi Kaplan’s reframing of Shavuot focuses 
on the idea of the human moral sensibility, 
which is symbolized by the Sinai revelation, 
and which, in a sense different from the biblical 
view, can still be understood as an expression of 
Divine wisdom.

 In the spirit of mordecai Kaplan, may we, as 
we approach the holiday of Shavuot this year, connect with a deep sense of gratitude for our con-
nection to a tradition that has bequeathed to us a legacy of grappling so profoundly with the moral 
dimension of human life. and may we also be inspired by and celebrate the potential for the further 
deepening of our moral sensibilities which is embedded in this moment of our sacred cycle.

~Rabbi Steve

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

“The actual revelation of God 
took place not amid the thunder 
and lightning on Mt. sinai but in 

the ‘still small voice’ of israel’s 
sense of human history.”

~Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan

moritz Daniel Oppenheim, Shavuot, 1880

mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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shabbaToN PhoTo GaLLeRY
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woMeN’s GRouP bRuNCh 

you are cordially invited to a Kol HaLev Women’s Brunch on Sun., may 19, from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m.. at the home of Gloria Plevin, 13901 Shaker Blvd., #1a, Cleveland, 44120. (Please note: Gloria 
has another engagement early that afternoon as well, so closure will be prompt at 12:00.). RSVP to 
Gloria at 216-991-6872 or gloriaplevin@roadrunner.com.

as part of our morning, (and on the occasion of Happy Wallach’s upcoming retirement as a 
montessori teacher,) some of our conversation will focus on the topic: “Educational Pathways---
mine, yours, & Theirs.” Please join us — it’s bound to be a lively discussion! 

They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during may:

Alice Lesly Friedman Biales — sister of Joyce Wolpert
Charlotte Davidoff Dangler — mother of Roberta Tonti
Samuel Dash (Shmuel) — father of Judi Dash
Earl Dresden — cousin of Phyllis maris
Rella Gilletz — grandmother of michal Scher- marcus
Sylvia Hack — mother of maureen Hack
Leon Sidney Imrey — father of Peter Imrey
Nina Kroll — grandmother of Karal Stern
Rose Lasky — mother of Renee Siegel
Sylvia Oken — sister of Selma Gwatkin
Dora Pelsmajer — mother of Julio Pelsmajer
Betty Resnick — grandmother of Linda Gross
Jean Roth (Sprinza Laya) — sister of muriel Chasin
Joseph D. Zamore — husband of Fran Zamore
Herman Zelikow — father of Fran Zamore
Pauline Zuckman — mother of arnie Berger

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting 
the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in 

either the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net

YahRzeiTs

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

•	 Peter Gray and Judy Vida in memory of Judy’s mother, Selma Silverberg
•	 Karal Stern in memory of Karal’s mother, Helen Betty Stern
•	 Karla Stern in memory of Simcha Zevitt’s mother, Elaine Schneider

•	Mario and Roberta Tonti in memory of mario’s mother, Diana Tonti

CoNTRibuTioNs

mailto:gloriaplevin%40roadrunner.com?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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 We’re saddened by the passing of Kol HaLev member Helen Zipper, may her memory be for 
a blessing.  We send condolences to Kol HaLev members Lynn and David Liebling, Helen’s 
daughter and son-in-law.  May Lynn and David and their entire family find comfort at this time loss 
along with all those who are in mourning among the Jewish people and the world as a whole.

We’re saddened by the passing Kol HaLev member Paul Gellman, may his memory be for a 
blessing.  For a range of reasons, Paul had not been able to participate in Kol HaLev activities for 
the past several years, but when he was more active, he was a leader and avid participant in our 
meditation group and a frequent attendee at adult education programming. may all the members 
of Paul’s family find comfort at this time loss along with all those who are in mourning among the 
Jewish people and the world as a whole.

We send wishes for a refuah shleymah, a complete and speedy healing, to Julie Handler who 
is recovering from a fall, and to Ed Feil, Nina Glueckselig and Pauline Raymond, who are 
recovering from surgeries.

hesed

TiKKuN LeiL shavuoT
Tikkun Leil Shavuot is the custom of staying up the entire night of Shavuot 
studying with the community in order to relive the experience of standing at 
Sinai. Kol Halev has had a rich tradition of celebrating this Pilgrimage Festival 
as a congregation and within the larger Cleveland Jewish community. 

This year Kol Halev’s celebration will be held at Ratner School on Tuesday, 
may 14 beginning at 7:30 p.m. The evening will begin with a study session, 
“The Reconstructionist approach to the Revelation at Sinai,” led by Leah 
Kamionkowski. at 8:30 p.m. we will meet for a worship service led by Rabbi 

Steve, followed by a Snacks & Schmooze session with traditional sweet dairy desserts. 

The next study session, “Philosophical Inquiry of the Parsha” will be led by Benjamin Barnett at 10 
p.m. a third session led by Rabbi Steve will conclude the evening. The program is scheduled to end 
at 12:00 midnight. Those members who wish to continue throughout the night can join the larger 
community celebration held at B’nai Jeshurun at 27501 Fairmount Blvd., in Pepper Pike.

The following morning at 10:30, we will hold a special holiday service that will include a Hallel 
and a yizkor component.  Please see the weekly update for the location.

Note: The last session of the Lunch & Learn Program, originally scheduled for May 18, will be 
combined with the Tikkun Leil Shavuot celebration.  There will be no session on Saturday, May 18. 
The Lunch and Learn series will begin again in the fall.
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The Kol HaLev Board of Trustees met on april 8 at Karly Whitaker’s home.

after a D’var Torah and approval of the minutes, the board approved a motion to add Kol Halev’s 
name to a letter in support of gun violence control. Barb noted that we can legally take political 
stands for issues, just not for partisan stands for candidates.

Chip may sent a proposal on CPR training. There are two proposals, one basic and one more 
expanded,  that gives scenarios with practice sessions, per his philosophy that learning takes place 
through practice. He would provide the manikins. mike Caputo is checking on the aED (a E 
Device) that was at Ratner. The cage/box for it is still there but the aEG is missing. Chip’s pro-
posal is competitive compared to other service providers and meets the guidelines established for 
contracting with KHL members. The board approved the expenditure for one training, subsidizing 
half, including a board commitment to be part of the safety team. If there are six people who com-
mit to be part of the safety team, priority will be given to them, if not, the training will be opened 
up to the community at large without the subsidy. 

Halle, Greg, and Barb reviewed the employee manual that is being developed. after discussion of 
paid vacation policies, the board moved that paid vacation time will be only offered to full-time 
employees. 

Greg and Leah gave an update to the RRC President search (more on in RRC News, page 10).

Greg gave an update on the Fall 2013 mock Trial. The planning team raised ticket prices  ($25 
to $30 and $55 to $60) and added a new $75 category- lower rear. We expect with the additional 
ticket category, slightly raised ticket prices, and one new projected sponsorship (assuming existing 
sponsorships re-up) to gross $31,000 and net $23,000 this year.

The budget process for Fiscal year 2014 (Fy14) will be taken over and managed by the Value 
Team Leaders, who will create and manage budgets for their areas. These budgets will be rolled 
into a simpler consolidated budget that will be presented to the board and community. The Fy14 
draft budget presented for first review has several line items for potential new income/expenses: 
Those items included in the draft are noted as “included”; those not included are designated as 
“requested.”  Some of the requested items are carryovers that were identified last year. A discus-
sion followed regarding the requested items, most of which require relatively small amounts of 
money but, if put into the budget, would create a deficit budget. 

Greg then briefed the board about the early conclusions of the Rabbi Support Task Force. Steve 
has identified new areas he would like to focus on if he had the time to take on anything new, 
as well as areas that might be possible to hand off to potential rabbinic support. after a spirited 
discussion that focused on whether to take a studied approach to the problem or take immediate 
action, Leah pointed out that, historically, Reconstructionist congregations need additional Rab-
binic support when they reach 150 member households, the threshold we are approaching. Rather 
than hold up the budget discussion while this remains under discussion, Barb noted that the budget 

 board reporT
molly berger, secreTary

continued on page 8
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From our presIdenT baRb TRuiTT

Spring has finally sprung. The birds have returned and the flowers are in bloom. We are out walking 
and running, filling our lives with the hope that each spring brings. My hope for Kol HaLev is that we 
will continue to grow, adding new members who will be engaged with Jewish learning and traditions.

What does this growth mean? For one thing, we are approaching the membership level where we 
must consider further rabbinical support for our congregation. We are blessed by having multiple 
rabbis as members, including three who are graduates of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
with Rabbi Steve as our only paid rabbi. a group of members have worked with Rabbi Steve over the 
past year to evaluate the relationship between him and the congregation and his involvement in the 
wider community on our behalf. He derives much pleasure from these interactions, but there are more 
things that he would like to have time to do and in order to start anything new, he would have to stop 
doing something else. The time has come to consider ways to find more rabbinical support for our 
community.

We will be broadening the circle of input by having some “parlor” meetings following our services 
on Saturdays. These meetings will be similar to the meetings that we held to explore our GCC 
involvement. We will announce the topic to be covered at each meeting and encourage members to 
attend and share their thoughts and listen to other’s ideas. 
We will hold meetings on the topics of member engagement, 
additional rabbinical support, and on additional educational 
programming for our younger members.

The final message that I want to share with you is about 
our Torah. Rabbi Kevin Hale came to Cleveland in april to 
examine our Torah and to meet with members of our board 
and a few others. His enthusiasm for his work was so very 
obvious and he enjoys sharing his knowledge with others 
in a spirited way. We can look forward to having him spend 
some time with our community, teaching us about the duties 
of a Sofer (Torah scribe) and about the Torah. One thing 
that we learned is that our Torah, like any Torah, needs to 
be cleaned. We will be planning on having our community 
being directly involved in this project. We know that our 
Torah is also in need of repair to bring it back into a kosher state. We may also want to consider 
purchasing another Torah for our regular use.

Spring brings us hope, but there is much to be done before the harvest comes. I look forward to 
hearing from you and to your participation in the discussions and the work that lies ahead.

can be amended if necessary. The board expressed its approval for the Rabbi Support Task Force’s 
continued work with Rabbi Steve and will receive a report back at the next board meeting.
The next meeting is may 13 at the home of Lynn Liebling.  all members are invited to attend.

Respectfully submitted,
Greg Selker, acting Secretary (for molly Berger)

continued from page 7

Rabbi Kevin Hale with the Kol HaLev Torah. 
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The may book group meeting will be Thu., may 30 at the home Selma and Ralph Gwatkin. We will 
discuss 97 Orchard: An Edible History of Five Immigrant Families in One New York Tenement by 
Jane Ziegelman. (276 pages, a Kindle version exists) 

In 97 Orchard, Jane Ziegelman explores the culinary life that was the heart and 
soul of New york’s Lower East Side around the turn of the twentieth century—
a city within a city, where Germans, Irish, Italians, and Eastern European Jews 
attempted to forge a new life. Through the experiences of five families, all of 
them residents of 97 Orchard Street, she takes readers on a vivid and unfor-
gettable tour, from impossibly cramped tenement apartments down dimly lit 
stairwells where children played and neighbors socialized, beyond the front 
stoops where immigrant housewives found respite and company, and out into 
the hubbub of the dirty, teeming streets.

Ziegelman shows how immigrant cooks brought their ingenuity to the daily 
task of feeding their families, preserving traditions from home but always 
ready to improvise. German immigrants founded breweries, Russian Jews 
opened tea parlors serving blintzes and strudel next door to Romanian nightclubs that specialized 
i n goose pastrami, and on the streets, Italian peddlers hawked the cheese-and-tomato pies 

known as pizzarelli. 97 Orchard lays bare the roots of our collective culinary heritage.

The book for June is The Book of Daniel: A Novel by E. L. Doctorow. The calendar of 
books for all of 2013 is listed at the web page shown below.

all KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look 
at our web page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum 
(KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s email list. 

  hug haseFer: book dIscussIon group

save The daTe

The KoL haLev aNNuaL MeeTiNG 
suNdaY JuNe 2, 2:00— 4:00 P.M.

aT The RaTNeR sChooL 

aduLT eduCaTioN
The adult Education Committee is sponsoring a program titled “The Khazars: a Jewish Empire in 
the middle ages,” led by David Liebling, from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Sun., may 19 at the home of 
arthur Lieberman, 4125 Giles Road, moreland Hills.

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
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News fRoM The ReCoNsTRuCTioNisT RabbiNiCaL CoLLeGe (RRC)
 
Search Committee Expanded as President Plans to Step Down
Following Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz’s announcement in late February that he plans to step down from 
the RRC presidency, the search is underway for a new movement leader. RRC Board Chair David 
Roberts, who is directing the search, has convened an expanded committee in order to reflect the 
nature of the restructured movement. a voting member with “exposure to the needs and aspirations 
of Reconstructionist affiliates” and “an appropriate understanding of both the history of JRF and the 
potential of the movement restructuring” has been added. abe Clott—a congregational leader at the 
Society for the advancement of Judaism and former JRF board member—will join colleagues from 
the RRC board, faculty and student body and a rabbinical representative to make up the committee. 
Ehrenkrantz will remain as president during the search process to help assure a smooth transition.  

RRA Leader Breaks New Ground
The Reconstructionist Rabbinical association (RRa) has elected Rabbi Jason Klein as its new 
president, making it the first national rabbinical association to choose an openly gay man as its 
leader. Klein has served as executive director of Hillel at University of maryland (UmBC) since 
2006 and recently was honored by UmBC’s muslim community as a “Best Friend.” He is also the 
first campus-based rabbi to be elected as the president of the RRA.

Klein is also on the board of the National Union for Jewish LGBTQ Students, acts as a consultant 
to Baltimore’s Center for Jewish Education, has published commentary in the collection Torah 
Queeries, and contributes to The Hillel LGBTQ Resource Guide. His selection has garnered much 
press coverage, including stories in the Jewish Telegraphic agency, The Jewish Daily Forward and 
Jweekly.com.
 
Immigration Reform Is a Jewish Issue
more often than any other mitzvah in the Torah, we are commanded to champion the needs of the 
vulnerable in society, including the “stranger,” the immigrant or foreigner. and so the Jewish Social 
Justice Roundtable (JSJR), which brings together 25 organizations, has taken on immigration reform 
as its first national campaign. The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College is a member of JSJR; 
through that affiliation, the Reconstructionist movement is participating. Learn more at http://www.
jewishrecon.org/resource/immigration-reform-jewish-issue.

fRoM JaNe aRNoff LoGsdoN, hesed ChaiR

I will be ending my time as Hesed Chair in June and am confident that my successor 
(s) will continue to guide the Hesed revolution well! I want to thank Rabbi Steve 
and Barb for their support and guidance as well as everyone who has served as 
Hesed Chair (many more than once or twice)! There are so many community 
members who have stepped forward with meals, visits, shiva attendance, and more.   
and I would like to encourage each person reading this to look into your heart and 
think about how you can contribute to Hesed at KHL. Each one of you has yourself 

to give so please consider getting involved if you haven’t been yet and staying committed for those 
who have been involved.

http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/immigration-reform-jewish-issue
http://www.jewishrecon.org/resource/immigration-reform-jewish-issue
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weLCoMe To swiTzeRLaNd, have a NiCe (suN)daY
Shalom from Switzerland!  as you may know, my family and I relocated to 
the Schaffhausen area—about an hour north of Zürich—about a month ago in 
connection with a 2-3 year expatriate assignment with my employer.

Switzerland’s Jewish population is about 18,000, concentrated mainly in 
larger cities like Geneva and Zürich.  There are many Orthodox communities, 
some “liberal” congregations as they are known here (what one might liken to 
Classical Reform) and a number of “unity” congregations made up of members 
from across the non-Orthodox spectrum.

Switzerland’s laws and customs are not helpful in keeping Shabbat.  Sunday 
is enshrined and enforced as the day of rest.  The “house rules” in apartment buildings like ours contain 
noise restrictions for Sundays and holidays.  No commercial establishments are open on Sunday except 
for gas stations (often with attached convenience stores) and some restaurants. Not even the Koscher 
City grocery store in Zürich is granted an exemption.  Stores typically close at 6 or 7 during the week.  
all of this essentially forces at least some amount of shopping and 
home projects to Saturdays.

Those desiring to keep kosher are similarly challenged.  There 
is no Swiss analogue to the Orthodox Union (OU) that provides 
near-universal rabbinical supervision of food production here.  
Supervision is very regionalized and “spotty” from a breadth of 
coverage standpoint.  Kosher-certified products may or may not 
be hechshered (marked with the kashrut certification).  There are 
a few helpful lists of kosher-certified Swiss-produced foods on 
the Internet.  Still, what the OU and similar organization (Star-K, 
etc.) make easy in the US is very difficult here.  America’s market for kosher foods is much larger than 
Switzerland’s, which helps drive cooperation by food producers.

meat is very expensive in Switzerland—chicken runs $13/lb, beef $20/lb--kosher meat more so.  
Shechitah (kosher slaughtering) is effectively prohibited by law in Switzerland, which requires animals 
be stunned prior to slaughtering (not consistent with halachah, Jewish law).  Until now, Swiss Jews 
could purchase kosher meat imported from other European countries.  However, European Union (EU) 
Regulation 1099 creates a similar requirement for member countries that is being implemented now.  
Religious exceptions are permitted at each country’s discretion; however it is conceivable that shechitah 
will no longer exist in Europe in the not-too-distant future.  For the record, pork—a prohibited food 
under Jewish law—appears to be the most popular and least expensive meat in much of Europe.

Switzerland is a country in transition.  While steadfastly maintaining its strict (and infamous) political 
neutrality, the country is, in my view, progressively becoming more integrated with the rest of Europe.  
Though not a member of the EU, Switzerland has been part of the open-borders Schengen area for a 
little more than four years.  Immigration has also increased and many foreigners (like myself) given 
residency permits for commercial reasons.  The demographics are slowly changing and Switzerland may 

CoNNeCTioNs david CoNN

continued on page 12

The synagogue in Basel, Switzerland
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Medicaid Rally a Success:  We are proud to report that Kol HaLev members sent 82 letters to their 
legislators on behalf of Medicaid Expansion, and helped fill 3 buses with nearly 150 other GCC 
members to join 2500 others from across the state in a huge rally for medicaid Expansion at the Ohio 
State House in Columbus april 11th.  The event received a lot of local coverage: 
http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/oh_cuyahoga/hundreds-from-greater-cleveland-area-
head-to-columbus-to-rally-for-health-care-benefits
and, in a shocking turn of events, helped push the House to reinsert it into the budget:
http://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2013/04/ohio_house_keeps_medicaid_disc.html

It is a remarkable feat for GCC to have organized so many people for such a big trip on such short 
notice.  We have a path to victory for medicaid Expansion, but it will require constant engagement 
from GCC between now and June 30.  In June, a conference committee from the House and the 
Senate will work to reconcile their two budgets into one.  The Governor will be in the room, 
because he has the power to veto the whole thing.  If neither the House nor the Senate has medicaid 
Expansion, the governor can use his veto to bring it back in.  This will only be possible if we keep 
up the public pressure, demonstrate overwhelming community support, and give Gov. Kasich the 
leverage he needs. The rally was the first step in a 3-month campaign to accomplish those goals, and 
GCC will need to be on standby for a few more quick-turnaround mobilizations between now and 
June 30.  We saw what we can accomplish with only four days notice, and it was spectacular.  yasher 
Koach to everyone involved!

Education Update:  at our January and march meetings, there was discussion about the priorities 
that our education team would like to focus on. It was agreed that we will work on the following 
issues as they pertain to education reform in Greater Cleveland:
• Early Childhood Education
• State Funding Formula
• CmSD Transformation
• Parent Organizing
• Research teams have been formed around the identified priorities.  

Save the Date for the next GCC training (free and open to all Kol HaLev members) June 9-11 

report

eventually resemble European countries with large immigrant populations like Germany, Denmark and 
France.  With four official languages, Switzerland has been held out as a model of multiculturalism for 
generations. 

 Let us hope that the waves of new immigrants from the middle East, africa, asia and elsewhere come 
together with true tolerance and respect for all cultures, traditions and faiths and that the “native” Swiss 
approach their new neighbors in the same spirit.  The peace, personal safety and lack of crime here give 
me hope.  The swastika scratched deeply into the elevator door just outside our apartment gives me 
pause.

continued from page 11

http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/oh_cuyahoga/hundreds-from-greater-cleveland-area-head-to-columbus-to-rally-for-health-care-benefits
http://www.newsnet5.com/dpp/news/local_news/oh_cuyahoga/hundreds-from-greater-cleveland-area-head-to-columbus-to-rally-for-health-care-benefits
http://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2013/04/ohio_house_keeps_medicaid_disc.html
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 With great pleasure we celebrate the accomplishments of our  
graduating high school seniors and send blessings as they  

continue on their journey.  Please join us for the  
 
 

Senior Siyyum Service 
Saturday, May 18, 2013/9 Sivan 5773 

Parshat Naso 
 

Max Barnett 
Taylor Elgart 
Ben Gordon 
Sarah Klein 

David Litwin 
Isabel Robertson 

Please join us in honoring our Madrichim 
at the Madrichim Appreciation Service 

May 18, 2013/9 Sivan 5773 

Zorim (K– grade2) 
Traci Elgart 
Nancy Rubel 
Renee Siegel 
Karal Stern 

Bonim (grades 3-5) 
Benjamin Barnett 

Ken Messinger-Rapport 
Julio Pelsmajer 

Jonathan Wilhelm 

Magshimim (grades 6-8) 
Daniel Baxter 
Maxine Collin 

Steven Kanner 
Bob Shaffran 

Tot Shabbat — Josh Chefitz and Rachel Williams 



May 2013 Kol Halev HappeningsPage 14

Saturday, May 18, 2013  
1:15-4:15 pm 

 
We will grab lunch together at Ratner 
before boarding and head on a trip 
around town.  Parents should pick up 
at 4:15 pm at Ratner. 

Mark Davidson will lead us on a trip around Cleveland as we see the 
historical sights of the Cleveland Jewish community and follow the 
communities evolution.  This program is being funded by the Congregational 
Enrichment Fund of the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland and is FREE 
for all Bonim (grades 3-5) and Magshimim (grades 6-8).  Madrichim will be 
chaperoning the trip.  Lunch will be available before the trip at a small fee  
of $3 per person.  Due to the limited number of seats,  
only Bonim and Magshimim will be able to participate. 

Let us know if you can 
come! 

RSVP to Robyn at 
robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498 

by May 11. 
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haGiGah PhoTo GaLLeRY

Julie and I (Louis) would like to extend our thanks to all those who offered prayers, advice, food, and 
friendship after Julie fell and broke her right arm in two places. Julie’s wrist surgery went well and 
she is starting to feel better with less pain .She may need further surgery on her upper arm, but in any 
event, she will be unable to use her right hand and arm for weeks to come. 

~ Louis & Julie Handler

ThaNK You

mailto:the.handlers%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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 CaLeNdaR
Sat., may 4 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 a.m. 

at Ratner Chapel; Behar-Bechukotai; service and discussion 
Leader: Rabbi Steve. Kiddush co-sponsored by maureen Dinner 
and by michael and ann Epstein

10:30 a.m. Hagiga

10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about 
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot 
Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114.

Sun., may 5 Midlife and Beyond: Jewish Wisdom and Spirit as we Grow 
Older, a Hamakom and Community Partners program, at the 
mandel JCC.  more information at http://hamakom.org

Fri., may 10 8:00-10:00 p.m. May No’ar Hadash (Teen) Dessert Potluck  at the Hanft-
Roberts home,  20855 almar Rd. Shaker Heights. RSVP to 
robyn@kolhalev.net.

Sat., may 11 10:30 a.m. Member-led Shabbat Morning Service at Ratner Chapel; 
Bamidbar; Service and Discussion Leader: Larry Solomon. 
Kiddush co-sponsored by Traci Elgart and by Steve Kanner and 
Karly Whitaker.

3:30-5:00 p.m. Torah Study at the home of Sue and art Biagianti, 4662 
Greenwold Rd, South Euclid. art will lead a discussion of two 
Deborahs, one the maid or nurse of Rebecca in Genesis and 
the other the Prophetess Deborah in Judges. Come and join the 
discussion.

Tue., may  14 7:30 p.m.-12:00 
a.m.

Tikkun Leil Shavuot starts at 7:30 with a study session, “The 
Reconstructionist approach to the Revelation at Sinai,” led by 
Leah Kamionkowski, followed by a worship service at 8:30 
and a Snacks & Schmooze session with desserts.  at 10 p.m. 
Benjamin Barnett will lead a study session, “Philosophical 
Inquiry of the Parsha,” followed by a concluding session led by 
Rabbi Steve (more information on page 6)

Wed., may 15 10:30 a.m. Shavuot Hallel and Yizkor Service, location tba.  Kiddush 
co-sponsored by Roberta and mario Tonti in honor of their 
granddaughter, Hami’s 4th birthday and by Robyn Novick and 
andy Oster

Thu., may 16 Deadline for the April issue of Kol HaLev Happenings.

Sat., may 18 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service, Madrichim Appreciation Day and Senior 
Siyyum, preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30 a.m..at Ratner 
Chapel; Naso ; Discussion Leader: Sue Pelleg; Service Leaders: 
anita Cohen and Rabbi Steve. Kiddush co-hosted by Kevin 
Rahilly and margaret Cohen in honor of the end of hockey 
season

http://hamakom.org
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Sat., may 18 10:00-10:30 a.m Intergenerational Learners Service in the Chapel; Rabbi Steve 
will lead a 30-minute service open to anyone in the community 
who would like to learn a little more about the Shabbat morning 
service. 

10:30 a.m. Hagiga 
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about 
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after.

1:15-4:15 p.m. Bonim and Magshamim Tour of Jewish Cleveland on Lolly 
the Trolley.  more information on page 14..

Sun., may 19 10:00 a.m.-12:00 
p.m.. 

Kol HaLev Women’s Brunch at the home of Gloria Plevin, 
13901 Shaker Blvd.,  #1a, Cleveland, 44120 (more information 
on page 5).

7:30-9:00 p.m. Adult Education: The Khazars: a Jewish Empire in the middle 
ages, led by David Liebling at the home of arthur Lieberman, 
4125 Giles Road, moreland Hills
No’ar Hadash (Teen) activity, tba.

Fri., may 24 6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Service and Potluck at Ratner Chapel; led 
by Rabbi Steve and member musicians. Kiddush cohosted by .  
Eric Olsen and Jennifer Finkel and Ginny Nadler. Potluck dishes 
for 8-10 people: vegetarian/dairy or parve; NUT-FREE  a-H: 
main dish, I-P: salads/side dishes Q-Z: dessert or drink

Sat., may. 25 10:30 a.m. Shabbat in the Park and Pot Luck at the North Chagrin 
Reservation (at Chestnut Lodge in the River Grove Picnic 
area, located off Chagrin River Road); led by Rabbi Steve; 
Beha’alotecha; Kiddush co-sponsored by Josh Chefitz and Tyler 
Katz and by Jonathan Gordon and Paula Klausner in memory of 
Paula’s parents, Bob and Penny Klausner and Jonathan’s sister, 
Francey Gordon. Potluck dishes for 8-10 people: vegetarian/
dairy or parve; NUT-FREE: a-H: dessert or drink, I-P: main 
dish, Q-Z: salads/side dishes 

Thu., may 30 Book Club meeting at the home Selma and Ralph Gwatkin 
25460 Bryden Road, Beachwood, 216-765-8109 (more 
information on page 9).

Sat., June 1 9:45 a.m. Shabbat Service and Bat Mitzvah of Elaine Millas.

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. However, 
dates and venues for KHL events do sometimes change. To keep abreast of any changes, read the 
Weekly Update which is emailed to all members on Thursdays, or check Kol HaLev’s website 
calendar. 

 CaLeNdaR

To submit a listing for this calendar, the Weekly Update, and the website calendar, email event 
information to newsletter@kolhalev.net aND calendar@kolhalev.net.

mailto:newsletter%40kolhalev.net%20?subject=
mailto:calendar%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Place
stamp
here

Kol haLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, oh 44118
216-320-1498

abouT This NewsLeTTeR
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish 
Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in adobe Reader or printed out 
on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.


